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November 21, 2011

Dear CCPOA Member,

With the Thanksgiving just a few days away, now is the time for us to remember all the things in our lives
we should be thankful for - our families and loved ones, our friends and neighbors, and for the men and
women who walk the toughest beat.

This has been a year of challenges and successes for CCPOA, and I am thankful for the hard work and
dedication shown by every member of our union. As many of you know, CCPOA board members recently
convened to discuss the issues before us and to begin writing the next chapter in our union's history.

While much has happened this year, it is important to remember what we have achieved and the context
for the challenges we face. 2011 came on the heels of a contentious Governor's race. The importance of
that past election for our union cannot be overstated.

For the last seven years we were faced with a Governor who was blind to our issues, who was less than
honest, and who treated contract negotiations as a political football.

It became imperative that the next governor be knowledgeable and understanding of the issues
surrounding California corrections.

It was clear from the outset that Meg Whitman would have been another Arnold Schwarzenegger.

Ms. Whitman was unabashedly anti-union and hell bent on privatizing corrections. Yet there were those
- who should have known better - who were duped and worked hard on her quest to become governor.

Her election would have set our profession back years.

Our union backed jerry Brown early in the campaign and worked hard to get him elected. By every
account we had tremendous success with a very small investment.

I'm happy to say we now have a governor who understands our issues and shares our values. Now finally
we have a new contract.

That's the good news.




